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@Abstract

Tracing a history of agro-food studies which
are mainly originated from the modern nutrition
science that was codified in the late 19th century
and has led the diet modification as a self-
construction down to the present, the
reductionist arguments of the structural
anthropology established by Claude Lévi-Strauss
in the 1960s and the critical gender studies since
the 1990s, initially, this essay explores the
correlation between a theological notion
‘embodiment’ driven by some trends of
contemporary philosophy-e.g. Graham Harman’s
object oriented ontology/speculative realism, or
Timothy Morton’s allegorical these ‘ecology
without nature’, which are gradually unfolding
within the anti-Kantianism and/or anti-
pragmatism framework becoming widespread
today-and Jacques Ranciére’s politics of
aestheticization disputing over the artistic
experience of audience. Herewith, in the analysis
and interpretation of contemporary art works
concerning food production and/or habits of diet,
I use some strategic notions of the gender theory
and queer-cultural activism, through the
reappraisal on the historical significance of
primary feminist art propagations in the late
1960s and 1970s; in particular include Judy
Chicago’s collaborative installation project The
Diner party (1979), Mierle Laderman Ukeles’
series of performances including her Manifesto
for Maintenance Art (1969) and Martha Rosler’s
video art work Semiotics of the Kitchen
(1974/75). In addition, I impress the
“embodiment of object by a ‘somatosensory’ in
his/her body” to try to sublate the antinomy of
‘tactile intersubjectivity’ and insoluble sense of
‘atactilia: insensitivity to tactile sensation’, and
also an ambiguous term ‘haptique’ that was
coined by Alois Riegl in his study on the late
Roman art industry, then amplified by Gilles
Deleuze in his analysis of Francis Bacon’s
paintings, with the interpretation on a kind of
inward agony in which Jean-Luc Nancy has
undergone with his experience of heart
transplant, and Shuhei Ohata’s audience

participation type performance Lumiere (2006 -)
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as an artistic example. Beyond the bourgeoisified
gastronomy as before and akin to the cultural
studies in UK in the early 1970s, the
contemporary radicalist’s food studies could be
specified in the trans-disciplinary field of both
theoretical thought and social practice at the
radical democratic antagonism, as Michel
Foucault’s manifestation about ‘bio-politics’ and
the expanded thesis that introduced many logical
arguments. In conclusion, it will prospect for
aesthetic association between the ‘week though’
advocated by Gianni Vattimo and ‘la partage du
sensible’ of Ranciére, aiming at the major
alteration of food studies and the assumption of

coming integrated ‘food-art politics’ as well.
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KT £EE0
unchanged RAW

)
AIR
(RICKBZAL)
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WATER
(WSEM(LJIEZ{IS)
(mlcroblologv)

mmwdx&@uraw B ED
OKED ROTTEN
d | -
| >
SZAERIZER BRZER

cultural natural
transformation transformation

BFEDODS51 >,
line of fried cookery

p::) ]
FAT&OIL

N\ EXBRE
+ Q food grilled directly over a fire
\

BEEDODSA >
line of broiled/grilled cookery

1WHED
sautéed food

RED
stewed food

BFED
fried food

HEDDSA >
lifle of boiling cookel

EEDDMEIE
zone of raw ingredients

K
WATER
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The Dinner Party took five years and the efforts of

many people to complete. Women and men came [l

from all over to donate their time. Many have worked
two to three years; others a few months; some a

few days.
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