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“Back when I was working on comics, I started thinking of making art as a
conversation. I had this blind date theory of storytelling: you don't necessarily
know who your audience is, but you'd want to speak to them like you'd speak to
someone in real life, across the table from you. You don't want to just say what
you think they want to hear, you don't want to just say something only you care
about, you want to speak to someone. As I was working on Steven [Universe],
these theories began to evolve because I started to realize that if the vast majority
of animated content is being made by cis, heterosexual white men then millions of
children, the conversations they re having is always with someone with a very
similar experience. This person is speaking very genuinely, but the story that
we re all hearing during our formative years is the story of his dreams
and his hopes; the story of the women he finds attractive, these are the stories
we re growing up on. I began to think about what a difference it would make to
have an LGBTQIA role model on the other side of the table — having a
conversation about what it takes to have self-respect in a world that wants to kill
you
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“When children cannot find themselves reflected in the books they read, or
when the images they see are distorted, negative, or laughable, they learn a
powerfill lesson about how they are devalued in the society of which they are a

»

part.
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‘[... Whether] intentionally or unintentionally, both the news and the
entertainment media teach’ the public about minorities, other ethnic groups and
societal groups, such as women, gays, and the elderly. /... This] mass media
curriculum has a particularly powerfill educational impact on people who have
little or no direct contact with members of the groups being treated” (emphasis
mine)
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‘[Television show] exposure predicted a decrease in self-esteem for white and Black girls
and Black boys, and an increase in self-esteem among white boys” | 7 L EF&HIZZ 5 &
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“[The world of Symbols] demonstrate/s] how society works by dramatizing its norms and
values”
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“This system of messages, with its story-telling functions, makes people perceive as real
and normal and right that which fits the established social order.”
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“Entertainment is the most broadly effective educational fare in any culture.”
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I —7 ANFEZ 2000 FFEIZ AR & 4072 [The Children are Watching: How the Media Teach
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“By influencing public norms, perceptions, expectations, hopes, fears, desires,
and angsts about diversity, the mass media play a powerful role in the social
construction of knowledge about race, ethnicity, religion, gender, culture, sexual
orientation, and other aspects of diversity”
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“When children cannot find themselves reflected in the books they read, or
when the images they see are distorted, negative, or laughable, they learn a
powerful lesson about how they are devalued in the society of which they are a
part. Our classrooms need to be places where all the children from all the cultures
that make up the salad bowl of American society can find their mirrors.”
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FIEZOEENERINTWARWEERD S,
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TEZLNDLHED% N, [Seduction of the Innocent) 7348 (1950 F(REIHEDT A U
1) . AFHENR I v 7 AT LTE I F I EITE - TWD O FiAE < BB 720 15
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“Part of the material in this book appears in somewhat different form in the Ladies Home
Journal under the title of “What Parents Don’t Know About Comic Books”
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ERLHi SN TS, HEFOT AU BIZBWT, 2 I v 7 A FEHOHICHLHFPHITH T
EQICEEENDLLAT AT ELTIHONAGFETHY, a3 v/ AGHEAELZERND,
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HHREVBDTELOERBOITNA A=V RN NWEEHIFEL, Bav/DOEEE
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Ao, ERIFELTODIETOSRMELZ AT FTFIEY 27 ARIITLE THLAYTDH
ZDO

AARDEEET AV IO v 7 ATBW TSN, Ui ode@ 82wy, liE
WCBWTEEIIREANGDRH Y, FRIZAFTTEDAT AT THD, BELT A D a
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“Sexual abnormalities|...] are unacceptable” (1954)

“Sex perversion or any inference to the same is strictly forbidden” (1954)%
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DA R—V—Llg U CLGBT IR L7 A F—U — DB O LWERICE 5 S b
ZEMEL RBICBWTEE LT IR 620 FTs L %,
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“So that is how to create a single story, show a people as one thing, as only one thing, over
and over again, and that is what they become. It is impossible to talk about the single story
without talking about power. [...] How they are told, who tells them, when they're told,
how many stories are told, are really dependent on power. Power is the ability not just to tell
the story of another person, but to make it the definitive story of that person. [...] The single
story creates stereotypes. And the problem with stereotypes is not that they are untrue, but
that they are incomplete. They make one story become the only story. [...] I've always felt
that it is impossible to engage properly with a place or a person without engaging with all of
the stories of that place and that person. The consequence of the single story is this: It robs
people of dignity. [...] Stories matter. Many stories matter. Stories have been used to
dispossess and to malign. But stories can also be used to empower, and to humanize. Stories
can break the dignity of a people. But stories can also repair that broken dignity.”
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They say you know when you know, ooh
What do you do when you don't?

They say in love, it'll happen if it's meant
to happen

But what do you do if it don't?

Do you ever lie in bed with your three
cats

And get obsessed with some boy you met
One time, three years ago in Nashville?
And you can't remember his last name
And think

Did I fuck my whole life up?

Did I miss my one true love?

Was he right in front of me at the dive
bar?

Was that you with the cowboy blues?
You ask me, "Babe, take a chance, come
on, just stay"

Why'd I leave you standing there at the
dive bar?

I miss you with the cowboy blue suit

My therapist said, "Listen, girl, it's a love
addiction”

She gave me a book on that (Did you read
1t7No)

My tarot cards read there's a dead man
clinging to my aura

And to let go of the past

I can't help that I'm in bed with my three
cats

I'm still obsessed with some boy

I shot whiskey with for one night

And I don't remember if he remembers
me

While I sit here thinking about him

Did I fuck my whole life up?

Did I miss my one true love?

Was he right in front of me at the dive
bar?

Was that you with the cowboy blues?
You ask me, "Babe, take a chance, come
on, just stay”
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Some days, it's easy, some days, it's hard
Sunday's the night that we met at the bar
Laughing and dancing and shooting the shit
What would've happened if I'd had your kids?

Did I fuck my whole life up?

Did I miss my one true love?

Was he right in front of me at the dive bar?

Was that you with the cowboy blues?

You ask me, "Babe, take a chance, come on, just
stay”

Why'd I leave you standing there at the dive bar?
I miss you in the cowboy blue nudie suit
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